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June 25, 2026 
 
Office of the Governor 
P.O. Box 12428 
Austin, Texas 78711 
Dear Governor Greg Abbott, 
 

Thank you for your initial step in addressing state agencies and universities utilizing H-1B 

visas to undercut American workers who are qualified for high-skilled positions. We share 

your concerns and fully support your efforts to ensure that domestic workers are not put at 

a competitive disadvantage to foreigners. 

Recently, we have seen concerning evidence suggesting at least two state universities 

are openly defying your H-1B hiring freeze and continuing to issue new requests for 

H-1B visas. 

• The University of Texas at Austin posted a Notice of Intent to Hire an H-1B / E-3 

Employee for a Research Engineering role.  

• Texas A&M University has allegedly filed 57 H-1B applications since the order.  

Public universities have reportedly interpreted your order to permit them to continue H-

1B renewals and adjustment of status requests. That is unacceptable. 

We know you agree… Texas taxpayers should never be forced to fund the salaries of foreign 

workers our public universities continue to place ahead of qualified Texans and American 

citizens. These institutions exist to educate Texas students, strengthen the Texas 

workforce, and serve the public interest—not to operate as taxpayer-funded immigration 

sponsors for foreign labor. 

The undersigned leaders of grassroots organizations urge immediate enforcement action 

against Texas public universities that are attempting to evade your executive order 

freezing H-1B hiring. 
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We respectfully urge you to make clear that your order applies not only to new H-1B hires, 

but also to renewals, extensions, transfers, amendments, adjustment of status support, 

affiliated entities, and any other workaround designed to preserve existing H-1B pipelines 

inside Texas government. 

Texas public universities should be required to immediately disclose: 

1. Every current H-1B worker or sponsored foreign worker employed by the 

institution; 

2. Every pending or planned renewal, extension, transfer, amendment, or adjustment 

of status request; 

3. The salary, job title, department, and funding source for each position; 

4. The recruitment efforts made to hire Texans or American citizens first; and 

5. Any affiliated foundation, contractor, research entity, or university-adjacent 

organization being used to continue this practice indirectly. 

 

Any university found to be evading the spirit or letter of your order should face 

consequences, including referral to the Attorney General, denial of future workforce-

related approvals, and legislative scrutiny of its state funding. 

Furthermore, we formally request that you urge the legislature, during the upcoming 90th 
Legislative Session, to enact strict limits on H-1B and other visa hiring by state agencies 
and institutions, all local governments and taxing entities, and recipients of government 
contracts or funding. 

Respectfully, 

Fran Rhodes, President 
True Texas Project 
 
Julie McCarty, CEO 
True Texas Project 
 
Christopher Russo, President 
Texans for Strong Borders 

Andrew McVeigh, President 

Texans for Fiscal Responsibility 

Rachel Horton, SREC SD30 
Republican Party of Texas 
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Mande Kalbfleisch, Home Group Co-Leader 
True Texas Project Grayson County Home Group 
 
Vladimir Frolov, Venue Liaison 
True Texas Project, Dallas County 
 
Cynthia Wiley, Co-Director 
True Texas Project, Brazos Valley 
 
Connie Ratisseau, Social Media/Events Coordinator 
True Texas Project, Bay Area 
 
Dale Inman, SREC SD4 
Republican Party of Texas 
 
Randall Kimbrough, Set Up Captain 
True Texas Project, SE Texas 
 
Ellen Leyrer, VIP Greeter 
True Texas Project, Collin County 
 
Michelle Evans, Chairman 
Williamson County Republican Party 
 
Bonnie N. Wallace, Legislative Liaison 
Recover America 
 
Patrick Wamhoff, SREC SD30 
Republican Party of Texas 
 
Roy Getting, Venue Liaison 
True Texas Project, Dallas County 
 
Colleen Lerma, Registration 
True Texas Project, NW Harris 
 
Jackie Wakin, Social Events Coordinator 
True Texas Project, Denton County 
 
Debbie Pepin, Social Events Coordinator 
True Texas Project, Hill Country 
 
Rachel Hale, Chairwoman 
Rusk County GOP 
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Leo Litto, VIP Greeter 
True Texas Project, Hill Country 
 
Stephen Sullivan, President 
Robson Ranch Conservatives 
 
Cindi Picou, Registration 
True Texas Project, SE Texas 
 
Jim Andrade, Audio Visual Coordinator 
True Texas Project, Dallas County 
 
Randy M. King, Co-Director 
True Texas Project, Tarrant County 
 
Jane Anne Sellars, Registration 
True Texas Project, Denton County 
 
Timothy Morrison, Adio Video Coordinator 
True Texas Project, SE Texas 
 
Jennifer Kratky, Co-Director 
True Texas Project, NW Harris 
 
Barbara Morrison, Greeter 
True Texas Project, SE Texas 
 
Carole Widmann, State-wide Social Events Coordinator 
True Texas Project 
 
John Hinojosa, President; SREC SD9 
North Tarrant Republicans; Republican Party of Texas 
 
Laura Hart, Founder 
The West Texas Conservative 
 
Dianna Boger, Hospitality Leader 
True Texas Project, Tarrant County 
 
Marty Pearson, Home Group Leader 
True Texas Project, Forney Home Group 
 
Rolando Garcia, SREC SD 15 
Republican Party of Texas 
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Melissa Knerr, SREC SD20 
Republican Party of Texas 
 
Gaylyn DeVine, SREC SD11 
Republican Party of Texas 
 
Dale Inman, SREC SD 4 
Republican Party of Texas 
 
Joe Kelly, Precinct Chair 0665; Adio Visual Coordinator 
Harris County GOP; True Texas Project, Bay Area 
 
Jim Steele, Precinct Chair; Director 
Williamson County GOP; True Texas Project, Williamson County 
 
Dr. Melinda Morris, SREC SD13 
Republican Party of Texas 
 
Vanessa Sivadge, President 
Protecting Texas Children 
 
Shelia Franklin, Co-Director 
True Texas Project, Tarrant County 
 
Karen Brennan, SREC SD9 
Republican Party of Texas 
 
Carla Gonzales, Hospitality; Precinct Chair  
True Texas Project, Tarrant County; Tarrant County GOP 
 
Cynthia Williams, Candidate Coordinator 
True Texas Project, Collin County 
 
Susan Griffith, Satellite Development Coordinator 
True Texas Project 
 
Terri Hall, Co-Founder 
We The People – Liberty in Action 
 
Roxy Cramer, Money Handler 
True Texas Project, Bay Area 
 
Cary Cheshire, SREC SD10 
Republican Party of Texas 
 

http://www.truetexasproject.com/
mailto:julie@truetexasproject.com
mailto:fran@truetexasproject.com


 

1220G Airport Freeway, #602, Bedford, TX 76022 
For further information about True Texas Project, visit our website at www.truetexasproject.com. 

You also may contact CEO Julie McCarty at julie@truetexasproject.com  
or President Fran Rhodes at fran@truetexasproject.com. 

Isaac Laster, Chairman 
Young Republicans of Texas 
 
Kathryn Monette, Money Handler 
True Texas Project, Dallas County 
 
Deborah Avellano, Registration; Precinct Chair 
True Texas Project, Denton County; Denton County GOP 
 
Robyn Hayes, Chair 
Eastland County GOP 
 
Ronnie Jones, Audio Video Coordinator 
True Texas Project, Denton County 
 
Sally Severson, Home Group Leader 
True Texas Project, Ennis Home Group 
 
Stephanie Smith, Registration 
True Texas Project, Dallas County 
 
Linda Stetz, Venue Liaison  
True Texas Project, Brazos Valley 
 
Denise Stufflebeam, Money Handler 
True Texas Project, Colling County 
 
Melissa Steele, Venue Liaison 
True Texas Project, Williamson County 
 
Rick Scarborough, President 
Recover America 
 
Charles Levitt, Vice President 
True Texas Project 
 
Rodney J. Wilson, Exec Director 
True Texas Project, Collin County 
 
Antonia Messina-Gates, Registration & Venue Liaison 
True Texas Project, Collin County 
 
Philip Ratisseau, Director 
True Texas Project, Bay Area 
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Kathleen Cherry, Registration 
True Texas Project, Collin County 
 
David Acuff, Audio Video Coordinator 
True Texas Project, Lubbock County 
 
Artemio “Art” Hernandez, Co-Director 
True Texas Project, Katy Area 
 
Lauren Heese, Co-Director 
True Texas Project, Katy Area 
 
Karen Coombes, Money Handler 
True Texas Project, Williamson County 
 
Brenda Stevens, Prayer Leader 
True Texas Project, Collin County 
 
Catherine Viens, Co-Director 
True Texas Project, Brazos Valley 
 
Michael Reiley, Money Handler 
True Texas Project, Brazos Valley 
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